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India’s place in the changing 
world is determined by: 

• Our global contribution to the 
world today

• Our positioning in the new 
global rearrangements

• Our ability to step into the new 
post-Covid era

India in the post COVID world



• 2001 - AIDS cocktail saved millions of lives at $1 a day

India – pharmacy to the world



India – pharmacy to the world

“I happen to be taking it, 
hydroxychloroquine. A lot of good 
things have come out. You’d be 
surprised at how many people 
are taking it, especially the front-
line workers. Before you catch it. 
The front-line workers, many, 
many are taking it.”

• 2020 - Hydroxycholoroquine is useful for Covid-19



• The Bhutanese have not forgotten that the 
Indian Border Security Force built Bhutan roads 
in 1960s
• Bhutan is a holding out against China, mindful of India’s 

strategic interest

• China has still not been able to establish a diplomatic 
mission in Bhutan

Life changing events in diplomacy



China in Nepal

• Developing airports, hydropower, roads, 
infrastructure

• $3 bn project to develop Lumbini as 
Buddhist tourism hub

• Recently cancelled $2.5 bn hydropower 
project

• Has supplanted India as the top investor

Prime Minister Oli vowed to “reclaim” the Lipulekh, Kalapani and Limpiyadhura territories 
from India through political and diplomatic efforts



New World Order or New World Disorder? 

30 years ago, Michael Gorbachev 
popularised the term, New World 
Order 

"We are only at the beginning of the 
process of shaping a new world order ."

Michael Gorbachev, speaking at the World Media Association 
conference at the Kremlin on April 11, 1990



It is better to call it a Rearrangement

20th Century: 

• Post world wars saw the establishment of: 
• United Nations 

• Bretton Woods institutions 

• World Bank 

• International Monetary Fund

• G7

• World peace was best answer to questions in 
Beauty Pagents for years



China: Unipolar World Leader?



China’s strategic influence over agencies

21st Century

• China leads many influential global 
institutions 

• It has created some itself, with global 
membership



India: rule taker to rule maker

India will chair several powerful global groupings in 2020, 2021 and 2022

World Health Assembly - 2020UN Security Council – 2021 Group of Twenty – 2022

BRICS - 2021 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation - 2020



• Global energy dynamics driven more by the security of demand
• India’s oil imports are $120 billion a year 

• Nearly 10 million expatriates work in the Gulf
• In 2019 they sent more than $82 billion back as remittances 

Leveraging our market size



The Big Shift: Atlantic to Indo-Pacific

“Indo-Pacific partnerships will be even more important in coming days.”

- Dr. S Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister

• Increased aggression from China on 
India’s borders and in the South 
China Sea during pandemic 

• India has to step in and take sides.



The QUAD

• Grouping of democracies active in the Indo-Pacific region 

• COVID-19 is also forcing dormant actors in the region to participate



BRI in the Indo-Pacific



• 6G is a game-changer: satellite-based 
communication system 

• Secure against China and multi-
trillion-dollar economic opportunity

• Accelerate innovation in India 

Upgrading the QUAD: tech & economy



• IR studies major power 
relationships, shaped by diverse 
factors

• Trends in 75 years:
– Bipolarity

– Uni-polarity

– Multi-polarity

– Return to G2? 

– A new Cold War? 

• Impact of COVID19 catastrophe 
on Geopolitics.

International 
Relations

Geography

Economy

PoliticsCNP

Power 
Balance

India’s Changing Diplomacy



• Between Financial Crisis (2008-09) 
and COVID19 Crisis (2020), main 
tendencies favour reverse 
globalisation & protectionism, with 
multilateralism in crisis. 

• Paradox: Pandemics, Technology, 
Capital flows, Climate change, and 21 
century human mindset favouring
global inter-connectedness.

• India needs to read it accurately and 
navigate through its complexities, 
especially U.S.-China dynamics.

Takeaways from the last decade  



• Jaishankar - ‘nuanced hedging strategy’

• S. Menon – ‘India should have better relations 
with U.S. and China than they have with each 
other.’

• Other big challenges for Delhi: manage the 
other power centers, neighbours and ROW

• A look at present state of play in three key 
regions will be instructive:

i. South Asia, 

ii. Indo-Pacific 

iii. Africa 

Takeaways from the last decade



In the COVID19 era



• Beware of the phrase – ‘Post-COVID era’

• On 12 May, COVID global dashboard shows the following: Total global cases: 4.7 million; U.S: 1.34 million; 
China: over 84K; India: over 70K

• Total global deaths: 327,904; U.S.: over 80K; four European countries (UK, Italy, Spain and France): 114K; 
China: 4.638; India: 3,435

COVID +ve Cases

US China India Rest of the World 
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Recent developments at WHO & WHA

• Managing the pandemic 

• Role of World Health Organisation 

• Developments at World Health 
Assembly (18 May – 19 May, 2020)



India’s Corona Diplomacy

Objectives 

Ensure health 
security

Save economy 
Help neighbours

and friends



Diverse Levels of Corona Diplomacy

REGIONAL: SAARC BILATERAL: SOUTH 
ASIA AND OTHER 

REGIONS

GLOBAL: UN, WHO, 
G20, BRICS

PROBLEM AREAS: 
PAKISTAN, CHINA, 

NEPAL



5 Tools: 
I: Video Conferencing 

• PM Modi and EAM Jaishankar maintained diplomatic exchanges by participating in virtual SAARC, G20, 
SCO, NAM Contact Group and BRICS Summits

• PM Modi also held VCs with Heads of India Missions



5 Tools: 
II: Phone Outreach 

• PM Modi actively pursued diplomatic agendas by conducting telephonic conversations with their 
various Heads of States. 



5 Tools: 
III:  Optimising the Diplomatic machine



5 Tools: 
IV:  Pharmacy of the world

• India is the third largest drug manufacturing nation in the world. 

• During the COVID19 pandemic, India exported medicines to more than 120 nations.



5 Tools: 
V: Focus on diaspora

• Diaspora returning from 33 countries around the 
world

14,800

30,000

Phase 1

Phase 2
(expected)

Vande Bharat Mission



• Basic goals for our Foreign Policy are: 

• Security

• Development

• Dignity 

• Global role

• Aspiration to be a leading power is 
achievable and legitimate from all 
viewpoints.

• This can be secured through a wise mix 
of economic progress, military power, 
social harmony, national consensus, 
leveraging of soft power, and diplomatic 
acumen

India’s holistic approach to Foreign Policy 



• Diplomacy has changed

• Technology has altered ethics

• Leading to the importance of philosophy, 
the arts and history

Tuxedo to Shirt-Sleeves Diplomacy



• Heads 4 out 15 UN specialised 
agencies 

• Headquartered two major new 
multilaterals on its home ground: 
– Asia Investment Infrastructure Bank

– BRICS Bank

• Financial contributions to 
international agencies has also 
grown. 

Widen diplomatic footprint in multilaterals

• Time is right for India to increase its 
footprint both in the UN and 
multilaterally, particularly in Asia


